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Education

1995 Ph.D. in anthropology. The Graduate School and University Center of the City
University of New York.

1984 BA in anthropology. University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

Employment history at University of Iceland

2007 Professor of Anthropology

2002 Associate Professor of Anthropology, Chair of department 2004-2007

1998 Assistant Professor of Anthropology

Research Projects

2011

2008 - 2012

2010

The Participation of Immigrants in Civil Society and Labour Market in the
Economic recession. With Anna Wojtynska and Helga Olafs. The project is a
part of a larger project “The Path to Equality: Promoting Diversity and
Breaking Down Stereotypes in Iceland”, which was coordinated by the
Icelandic Human Rights Centre and financed by the Progress Fund “For
Diversity / Against Discrimination” from the European Commission.

Transnational ties and participationon Icelandic society. Women and men from
the Philippines in Iceland. Funded by RANNIS; The Icelandic Center for
Research The University of Iceland Research Fund and Préunarsjodur
Innflytjendamala.

Integration or Assimilation? Strategies of becoming a member of a new
community: case of Polish immigrants in Iceland. With Malgorzata Budyta-
Buzynska and Monika Nowika Collegium Civitas, Poland and Anna
Wojtynska Department of anthropology, University of Iceland. Funded by



2007-2008

2002- 2006

2000-2001

1999-2000

1995-1999

Financial Mechanism of the European Economic Area and the Norwegian
Financial Mechanism within the framework of the Scholarship and Training
Fund

Immigrants in Iceland: rights, participation and acceptance. Under “European
Year of Equal Opportunities for all” with Kristin Loftsdoéttir (dept. of
Anthropology), Kristin E. Hardardottir (Institute of Anthropology) and Elsa
Arnadoéttir (Multicultural Center of Iceland). Funded by European
Commission, Ministry of Social Affairs and University of Iceland.

The Construction of Diversity in a Global Context. Immigrants in Iceland:
opportunities and obstacles. Funded by The Research Fund of the University
of Iceland and RANNIS; The Icelandic Center for Research.

Coping Strategies and Regional Policies, Social Capital in the Nordic
Peripheries. With a Nordic research team. Field research funded by Nordregio.

Coping under stress in fisheries Communities. With Jogvan Merkere
Frodskaparsetur Feroya, and Larissa Riabova Kola Science Centre, Appatity,
Murmansk. Funded by UNESCO

Gender, Culture and Diversity. Funded by The Icelandic Science Foundation
and The Research fund of the University of Iceland.

Teaching at the University of Iceland

BA courses: Introduction to Anthropology, Economic Anthropology, Ethnicity and
Nationalism, Religion and Symbols, Anthropological research methods, Gender and
Fishing Communities, Kinship and family, Gender and Anthropology, Seminar on Space

and Place.

MA courses: Research methods, Multicultural Society, Globalization.

Doctoral students: Anna Wojtynksa, Marco Solimene, Asa Gudny Asgeirsdottir and
Kristjan Por Sigurdarson
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2012 Skaptadéttir Unnur Dis, Eydal, Gudny Bjork and Hilma H. Sigurdardottir (2012).
Innflytjendur og velferdarkerfid (Immigrants and the welfare system). In bréun
Velferdarinnar 1988-2008. Gudny Bjork Eydal and Stefan Olafsson (eds.). Reykjavik:
Félagsvisindastofnun Hi.

Skaptadottir, Unnur Dis (2012). batttaka innflytjenda (Immigrants’ participation). In
Leidsogn um lyoreedi i sveitarfélogum. Gunnar Helgi Kristinsson, Margrét S.
Bjornsdottir og Sigurlaug Anna Johannsdottir (eds.). Reykjavik: Samband islenskra
sveitarfélaga og Stofnun stjornsyslufraeda og stjornmala vid Haskola {slands
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Skaptadottir U.D. (2011) Icelanders. In Jeffery Cole (ed.), Ethnic Groups of Europe.
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heimili? (Life in two places: work or home?) Ritid, 7(2-3), 79-93.
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Binkley, S. Gerrard and M. C. Maneschy (eds.). Changing Tides. Gender, Fisheries
and Globalization (pp. 152-168). Halifax: Fernwood Books.
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Skaptadottir U. D. (2004). Mobilities and Cultural Difference: Immigrants’
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Reykjavik: University of Iceland.
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localities). Arsrit sogufélags Isfirdinga, 43, 311-323.
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Skaptadottir, U. D. (2000). Coping Strategies in an Icelandic Coastal Village. In I. R.
Edvardsson and J. G. Allansson (eds.). Community Viability, Rapid Change and
Socio-Ecological Futures. Akureyri: University of Akureyri and The Stefansson
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Sigurdardottir (eds.). Frendafundur 3, 80-90. Reykjavik: University Press, University
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