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Born 1952 in Germany, studies of sociology, economics, philosophy, psychology at the Free University 

Berlin (diploma in sociology 1977, Dr. rer. pol. 1986); specialised in rural and environmental sociology, 

human ecology.  

Upon graduation social and environmental research in Berlin, at the Free University and Science Centre 

Berlin, Germany. Since 1997 lecturer and researcher; since 2007 professor in human ecology at the 

School of Global Studies, Gothenburg University, Sweden. Since 2011 professor at the National 

Research University, Higher School of Economics, Department of Sociology, Moscow, Russia. Visiting 

professor at several universities (Free University of Brussels, Lomonosov State University Moscow, 

New University of Lisbon).  

Main areas of teaching, research and publication: environmental sociology, environmental policy, 

natural resource use in agriculture and fisheries, coastal zone management, rural and urban sustainable 

development, environmental conflicts, human and social ecology. 

Memberships: board member of the Society for Human Ecology, USA; former board member of the 

German Society for Human Ecology and the European Society for Rural Sociology.  

Major research projects 

- Practical and scientific knowledge about society: interaction and reconfiguration in comparative and 

historical perspectives (2013-2014, Institute of Sociology of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Funded 

by the Russian Scientific Foundation for the Humanities) 

- RETHINK – Rethinking the links between farm modernization, rural development and resilience in a 

world of increasing demands and finite resources (Funded by RURAGRI, EU-supported, 2013-2014, 

European research project) 

- SECOA – Solution to Contrasts in Coastal Areas (EU-funded, 2009 – 2013, research on sustainable 

development in metropolitan coastal areas, eight European and Asian countries) 

- Multifunctional Agriculture (Multiagri, EU funded, 2007-2009 – multifunctionality of agriculture and rural 

areas, fifteen European countries) 

- Rural Sustainable Development in the Knowledge Society (CORASON, EU funded, 2006-2008 – 

sociological research project about the conditions for rural sustainable development, twelve European 

countries) 

- Welfare Quality (WQ, EU funded, 2005-2007 – interdisciplinary European research project about 

welfare of farm animals, including the cattle, pig and poultry sectors) 
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- Development of a Procedural Framework for Action Plans to Reconcile Conflicts Between the 

Conservation of Large Vertebrates and the Use of Biological Resources: Fisheries and Fish-eating 

Vertebrates as a Model Case (FRAP, EU funded, 2003-2005 interdisciplinary European project, 

including conflicts between seals and fishery in Sweden and Finland) 

- Sustainable Coastal Zone Management (SUCOZOMA, funded by the Swedish foundation Mistra, 

1997-2004 – interdisciplinary research program about resource use conflicts (fisheries, mussel culture) 

and water quality management at the Swedish West and East coast. 

 

Selected publications 

Books: 

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Social-Ecological Transformation: Reconnecting Society and Nature, 2016 (Palgrave 

MacMillan, UK).  

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Natural Resource Use and Global Change: New Interdisciplinary Perspectives in 

Social Ecology, 2013 (Palgrave MacMillan, Houndmills, UK).  

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Tovey, Hilary, eds: Rural Sustainable Development in the Knowledge Society 

(Ashgate: Aldershot, UK, 2008).  

- Bruckmeier, Karl, Ehlert, Wiking, eds.: The Agri-environmental Policy of the European Union (Basel et 

al: Lang, 2002).  

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Strategien globaler Umweltpolitik. Umwelt in den Nord-Süd-Beziehungen, 1994 

(Münster, Verlag Westfälisches Dampfboot). Publication in German. 

- Haufe, Gerda; Bruckmeier, Karl, eds.: Die Bürgerbewegungen in der DDR und in den ostdeutschen 

Bundesländern (Opladen, Westdeutscher Verlag, 1993). Publication in German. 

  

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Kritik der Organisationsgesellschaft, 1988 (Münster, Verlag Westfälisches 

Dampfboot). Publication in German.  

 

Chapters in Books:  

- Bruckmeier Karl/ Бруккмайер, Карл: Реконфигурация форм обыденного и научного знания об 

обществе: дискурс трансдисциплинарности (И.Ф. Девятко , проект «Обыденное и паучное знание 

об обществе: взаимовлияния и реконфигурации в сравниваемой и исторической перспективе», 

Институт социологии, РАН, 2016). Reconfiguration of forms of scientific and practical knowledge: the 

transdisciplinarity discourse. Publication in Russian. 

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Westerberg, Håkan; Varjopuro, Riku: Baltic Sea Reconciliation in Practice: The Seal 

Conflict and its Mitigation in Sweden and Finland (in: R.A. Klenke, et al, Human-Wildlife Conflicts in 

Europe, pp.15-48. Berlin and Heidelberg: Springer Verlag, 2013). 

- Bruckmeier Karl: Human Ecology in the Knowledge Society (in: I.M. Pires, M. Gibert, L. Hens, eds., 

Studies in Human Ecology. Hanoi: Publishing House for Science and Technology, 2010). 

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Tovey, Hilary: Dynamica del saber, idendidad territorial y desarollo rural sostenible 

en la Union Europea (Maria Fonte et al, eds., Territorias con idendidad cultural – ejemplos de America 

Latina y la Union Europea, Caracas 2007). Publication in Spanish. 

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Nikitin, Sergey/Бруккмайер, Карл; Никитин, Сергей М.: Социология Макса 
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Вебера (В.И, Добренков, ред., История социологии, книга 1: История социологии XIX- первая 

половина XX в., Москва, ИНФРА-М, 2004 г., стр. 339-367). The sociology of Max Weber. Publication 

in Russian. 

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Brüggemann, Beate; Riehle, Rainer: Ungelöste Probleme der sozialökologischen 

Regionalentwicklung im ländlichen Raum. (in: Balzer, Ingrid; Wächter, Monika, eds., Sozial-ökologische 

Forschung, München: ökom verlag, S. 215-235, 2002). Publication in German.  

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Ulmer, Svend: Sozial-ökologische Transformation von Naturnutzung am Beispiel des 

Biodiversitätsmanagement (in: Balzer, Ingrid; Wächter, Monika, eds., Sozial-ökologische Forschung, 

München: ökom Verlag, S.131-151, 2002). Publication in German.  

- Bruckmeier, Karl : NGO-Netzwerke als globale Umweltakteure (in: Karl-Werner Brand, ed., 

Nachhaltige Entwicklung: Eine Herausforderung an die Soziologie. Opladen, Leske und Budrich, S. 

131-148, 1997). Publication in German.  

- Bruckmeier, Karl: L´espace rural en Allemagne - agriculture et protection de la nature (in: Marcel 

Jollivet, ed., Envers un rural postindustriel? Paris, Editions L´Harmattan, p. 309-350, 1997). Publication 

in French. 

- Bodiguel, Maryvonne, et al: La qualité des eaux dans l`Union Européenne - Pratique d'une 

réglementation commune (Paris, Editions L'Harmattan; 362 p, 1996). Publication in French.  

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Landwirtschaftliche Umweltberatung in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland (in: 

Knoepfel, Peter, ed.: Landwirtschaftliche ökologische Beratung - ein Modell für die allgemeine 

Umweltberatung? Basel und Frankfurt am Main, Helbing & Lichtenhahn, S. 146-157, 1990). Publication 

in German.  

 

Conference proceedings: 

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Adaptive governance, a new approach to conservation and sustainable resource 

management. (“Sustainability in the XXI century: the power of dialogue”, FLAD-Luso-American 

Foundation, Lisbon, October 13-14 2011; in: Lia Vasconcelos, Flavia Silva, eds., MARGov project, 

Lisbon 2015, pp. 121-144). 

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Velasco, Ana: Alternativas de modernisación ecológica en la agricultura europea 

para superar problemas ambientales de cambio climático. (Crisis e Cambio: Propuestas desde la 

Sociología. Actas libro, XI Congreso Espanol de Sociología, Madrid, 2013). Publication in Spanish. 

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Sociology and Ecology – A New Theoretical Synthesis (И.Ф. Девиатко, И.К. 

Орлова, ред.: Давыдовские Чтения – Исторические горизонти теоретической социологии, Москва 

2011: 85-94). 

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Local Food production in Sweden: The Eldrimner National Resource Centre for 

Small-Scale Food Production and Refining (in: M. Fonte & A. Papadopoulos, eds., Naming Food after 

Places, Aldershot, UK: Ashgate, 2010, pp. 99-124). 

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Integrated Regimes for Natural Resource Management in a Transdisciplinary 

Perspective - The Swedish Example of Sustainable Coastal Zone Management (in: A. Dehnhard & U. 

Petschow, eds., River Basin Management, IOEW Berlin & ökom Verlag, München, 2008). 

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Kopytina, Marina: Sustainable Rural Development – How Does it Affect Rural 

Societies in Europe and the Southern Hemisphere? (in: Majerova, Vera, ed., Countryside – Our World, 

Prague, 2006, pp. 42-71; proceedings, conference in Cesky Krumlov, Czech Republic, 1-3 March 2006). 

3 
 



- Bruckmeier, Karl; Patrício, Teresa: The Agri-environmental Policy of the European Union – New 

Chances for Development in the South European Countryside? (in: B. Kasimis, C. Stathakis, eds., The 

Reform of the CAP and Rural Development in Southern Europe, Aldershot, UK: Ashgate, p. 53-74; 

proceedings of the international conference “New Policies for the Development of the Countryside in 

Southern Europe” in Athens, November 11, 1998).  

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Kopytina, Marina: Post-traditional or post-modern rurality? 

Cases from East Germany and Russia (in: L. Granberg, I. Kovách, H. Tovey, eds., Europe´s 

Green Ring. Aldershot, UK et al.: Ashgate, pp. 167-193, 2001).  

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Sustainable Coastal Zone Management in Sweden - Biodiversity in Theoretical and 

Empirical Perspectives (in: Luc Hens, et al, eds., Research in Human Ecology: An Interdisciplinary 

Overview, Brussels, VUB University Press Brussels, pp. 259-288, 1998. VII International Congress of 

Ecology, INTECOL, Florence, Italy, 19-25 July 1998).  

- Billaud, Jean-Paul; Bruckmeier, Karl; Patricio, Teresa; Pinton, Florence: Social construction of the rural 

environment - Europe and discourses in France, Germany and Portugal (in: Henk de Haan, Babis 

Kasimis, Michael Redclift, eds., Sustainable Rural Development. Ashgate: Aldershot et al., pp. 9-34, 

1997).  

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Human Ecology Applied - The Institutional Development Approach to Sustainable 

Agriculture (in: Shi Yuanchun, Cheng Xu, chief eds., Proceedings of the International Conference 

“Integrated Resource Management for Sustainable Agriculture”, 5-13. September 1993, Beijing; Beijing 

Agricultural University Press 1994, pp. 428-435). 

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Grund, Herbert: Perspectives for Environmentally Sound Agriculture in East 

Germany (in: David Symes; Anton Jansen, eds., Agricultural Restructuring and Rural Change in Europe, 

University of Wageningen, 1994, Department of Sociology, pp. 180-194).  

 

Articles: 

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Linke, Sebastian: Fisheries co-management - review of European experiences. 

Ocean and Coastal Management, 2015, 104: 170-181. 

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Social Conflicts in the 21​st​
 Century – the Shadows of Global Environmental Change 

(Symposium of Debrecen University, Hungary, 2014; Metszetek, 2015: ​http://metszetek.unideb.hu/​). 

- Stepanova, Olga; Bruckmeier, Karl: Resource use conflicts and urban-rural resource use dynamics in 

Swedish coastal landscapes: comparison and synthesis. Journal of Environmental 

Policy and Planning, 2013 (DOI: 10.1080/1523908X.2013.778173). 

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Problems of cross-scale coastal management in Scandinavia. Regional 

Environmental Change, 2014, 14, 6: 2151-2160.  

- Stepanova, Olga; Bruckmeier, Karl: The relevance of environmental conflict research for coastal 

management: a review of concepts, approaches and methods with a focus on Europe. Ocean and 

Coastal Management, 2013, 75: 20-32. 

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Towards Interdisciplinary rural research – theorizing nature-society relations. 

Natures, Sciences, Sociétés, 2011. 

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Sustainability between Necessity, Contingency and Impossibility. Sustainability, 

2009, 1: 1388-1411 (www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainability). 

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Engwall, Ylva; Knickel, Karl-Heinz; Kröger, Melanie: Evaluation of policies with 

respect to the multifunctionality of agriculture. Journal of Environmental Policy and Planning, 2009: 

347-367 (Special issue „Multifunctional Agriculture“). 

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Tovey, Hilary: Knowledge in Sustainable Rural Development: From Knowledge 
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Forms to Knowledge Processes. Sociologia Ruralis, 2008, 48, 3: 313-329. 

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Höj Larsen, Christina: Stakeholders in the Swedish seal-fishery conflict: integrated, 

participatory and local approaches to fishery and conflict management. Marine Policy, 2007: 201-211. 

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Prutzer, Madeleine: Swedish Pig Producers and Their Perspectives on Animal 

Welfare – A Case Study. British Food Journal, 2007, 109, 11: 906-918. 

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Ellegård, Anders; Píriz, Laura: Fishermen´s Interests and Co-operation: 

Preconditions for Joint Management of Swedish Fishery at Local and Regional Levels. Ambio, 2005, 34, 

2:101-110. 

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Neuman, Erik: Local Fishery Management at the Swedish Coast: Biological and 

Social Preconditions. Ambio, 2005, 34, 2: 91-100. 

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Interdisciplinary Conflict Analysis and Conflict Mitigation in Local Resource 

Management. Ambio, 2005, 34, 2: 65-73. 

- Bruckmeier, Karl: LEADER in Germany and the discourse of autonomous regional development. 

Sociologia Ruralis, 2000, 40, 2: 219-227.  

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Lokale ökologische Ökonomie - Ökologische Projekte im ländlichen Raum 

Ostdeutschlands. GAIA, 1994, 3, 6: 319-332. Publication in German.  

- Bruckmeier, Karl: Nichtstaatliche Umweltorganisationen und die Diskussion über eine neue 

Weltordnung. Prokla, 1994, 24, 2: 227-241. Publication in German.  

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Teherani-Krönner, Parto: Farmers and Environmental Regulation. Experiences in the 

Federal Republic of Germany. Sociologia Ruralis, 1992, XXXII, 1: 66-81. 

- Bruckmeier, Karl; Teherani-Krönner, Parto; Uka, Werner: Nitratbelastung des Trinkwassers - die 

Entwicklung eines umweltpolitischen Problems in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland. Zeitschrift für 

angewandte Umweltforschung, 1989, 2, 2: 153-166. Publication in German. 
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